
ART POLICY – KAIMES SCHOOL 
 
Rationale 
 
“Art can play a major role in a child’s academic and social development.  It can have 
positive affective, cognitive, cultural, personal, physical and social consequences that 
help learners cope with the demands of contemporary life, extending what we know, 
as well as what we feel and imagine.” 
 
(Scottish Arts Council – Art Education – a Lifelong Strategy) 
 
Art provides an opportunity to augment creative expression, self discovery, self 
esteem and self concept. 
 
Through art, children learn to value their own uniqueness and to appreciate the 
individuality of others. 
 
Art education and experience are therefore fundamental to the Curriculum for 
Excellence, in that they contribute significantly to the development of successful 
learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors. 
 
 
Implementation at Kaimes School 
 
All pupils will experience art education throughout their school life at Kaimes.  Early 
primary pupils will experience art and at times will visit the specialist department to 
extend this experience.  The emphasis will be on experiential work, which relates 
wherever possible to classroom activities. 
 
In the upper primary and early secondary departments, pupils will be given a 
progressive range of experiences, which will address: 
 

• a knowledge of the vocabulary of art – line, tone, colour, shape, pattern  
• the use of different materials, in 2 and 3 dimensions 
• production of expressive and design-based work and a recognition of the 

processes and stages of that work 
• development of emotional and critical responses to their own and others’ 

products, including the work of widely known artists through visits to art 
galleries and other art venues 

 
From 3rd year onwards, depending on the level of ability of each pupil, they will be 
given opportunity to achieve qualifications for their work in Art and Design . 
Within this flexible framework, the department will strive: 
 

• to create opportunities for cross-curricular project work wherever possible in 
order to extend boundaries 

• to explore opportunities for the pupils to see both their own work and that of 
other artists in a wide range of contexts, including gallery visits, studio visits, 
links with other schools, workshop participation 

• to explore different art forms as opportunities present themselves 



• to challenge perceptions and to dare to take risks 
 
At all stages, pupils will be encouraged to develop a sense of ownership through 
ongoing evaluation of their own work and that of others in their class and school.  
Opportunities will be created to display work wherever possible, both in their own 
school and further afield.  Achievement and success in art activities will be 
recognised both in class and in the wider school context, giving recognition to the 
importance of personal growth through visual literacy for Kaimes pupils. 
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